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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 05/24/06. 

Claims 1-28 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 9, 13, 18, 25 are independent 
claims. In the Amendment, claims 1,9, 13, 18, 25 have been amended. This action is made 
Final. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Applicants' Information Disclosure Statement, filed 04/24/06, has been received, entered 
into the record, and considered. See attached form PTO-1449. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 17, line 2, "one or 
more related items includes" should be changed to "one or more related items include". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless: 
(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
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if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Horn et al. (US 
Pub. No. 20040177319). 

Horn anticipated independent claims 1, 9, 13, 18, 25 by the following: 
As per claim 1, Horn teaches a computer system for presenting related items in a 
universal data store to a user, the system comprising: 

a universal data store (i.e. Object Store, [0029]) containing a plurality of items (i.e. a 
grouping of objects, [0022]) stored in accordance with a universal data schema (i.e. Hierarchical 
Storage Management, [0042]) and containing relational information (i.e. a set of properties, 
[0027]) corresponding to at least a portion (i.e. metadata, [0027]) of said plurality of items, 
wherein the relational information allows relationships (i.e. link metadata, [0026]) between two 
or more the plurality of items (i.e. reference objects, [0043]) to be determined, wherein at least a 
portion of said relationships control the life-time (i.e. dates and times, [0027], last modified date, 
[0152], time-based collections, [0141]) of at least a portion of said plurality of items ([0038- 
0044]); and 

a shell (Figs. 4, 7a-7c, 8, 9a) for presenting said plurality of items to a user (i.e. viewing 
relationships between multiple objects, [0038]) wherein the shell is configured to present a 
selected item to a user (i.e. these objects to a display viewable by a user in response to user 
input, [0038]) and is further configured to utilize said relational information to present one or 
more items in said data store which are related to said selected item (i.e. including information 
organization personalized for each individual user based on preferences selected by the user, 
[0039]) ([0038-0044; 01 58-01 61 J). 
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As to claims 9, 25, Horn teaches a computer-implemented method for presenting related 
items in a universal data store to a user, the method comprising: 

accessing data in said universal data store (i.e. Object Store, [0029]), wherein said 
universal data store stores a plurality of items (i.e. a grouping of objects, [0022]) in accordance 
with a universal data schema (i.e. Hierarchical Storage Management, [0042]), and wherein at 
least a portion (i.e. metadata, [0027]) of said plurality of items contain relational information 
(i.e. a set of properties, [0027]) which allows relationships (i.e. link metadata, [0026]) between 
said plurality of items to be determined (i.e. reference objects, [0043]) ([0038-0044]); 

utilizing said relational information to determine a relationship between a selected item 
and one or more of the items containing said relational information in the data store (i.e. 
informational objects including recognizing, organizing, creating and viewing relationships 
between multiple objects , [0038]) ([0038-0044]). 

displaying (i.e. viewing relationships between multiple objects, [0038], Figs. 4, 7a-7c, 8, 
9a) said selected item (i.e. these objects to a display viewable by a user in response to user input, 
[0038]) and one or more related items to the user (i.e. including information organization 
personalized for each individual user based on preferences selected by the user, [0039]) ([0038- 
0044; 0158-0161]); 

receiving a user input (i.e. user-defined categorization, [0043]) causing a change in said 
relationship (i.e. updates stored reference objects* metadata, [0044]) ([0038-0044]); and 

deleting (i.e. removes the items from the collection, [0167], objects are deleted, [0226])dX 
least one of said plurality of items from said universal data store in response to said change (i.e. 
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Synchronizing with Changes, [0178-0179], Collections respond to changes, [0226]) ([0165- 
0167; 0226-0231]), 

As per claim 13, Horn teaches one or more computer-readable media having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method for presenting related items in a universal data 
store to a user, the method comprising: 

accessing data in said universal data store (i.e. Object Store, [0029]), wherein said 
universal data store stores a plurality of items (i.e. a grouping of objects, [0022]) in accordance 
with a universal data schema (i.e. Hierarchical Storage Management, [0042]), and wherein at 
least a portion (i.e. metadata, [0027]) of said plurality of items contain relational information 
(i.e. a set of properties, [0027]) which allows relationships (i.e. link metadata, [0026]) between 
two or more of said plurality of items to be determined (i.e. reference objects, [0043]), wherein 
at least a portion of said relationships designate one or more source items (i.e. selected or 
incoming objects' source data, [0043]) and one or more target items (i.e. reference objects, 
[0043]) ([0038-0044]); 

utilizing said relational information to determine a relationship between a selected item 
and one or more of the items containing said relational information in the data store (i.e. 
informational objects including recognizing, organizing, creating and viewing relationships 
between multiple objects , [0038])([0038-0044]); 

presenting (i.e. viewing relationships between multiple objects, [0038], Figs. 4, 7a-7c, 8, 
9a) said selected item (i.e. these objects to a display viewable by a user in response to user input, 
[0038]) and one or more related items to the user (i.e. including information organization 
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personalized for each individual user based on preferences selected by the user, [0039]) ([0038- 
0044; 0158-0161]); 

receiving a user input altering at least one of said one or more source items or altering at 
least a portion of said relationships (i.e. generate and manage informational objects by special 
metadata linking to reference objects created, received or selected and/or input by users, 
[0039]) ([0038-0044]); and 

deleting at least one of said one or more target items from said universal data store (i.e. 
removes the items from the collection, [0167], objects are deleted, [0226]) if said at least one 
target item is not related to at least one of said one or more source items (i.e. Synchronizing with 
Changes, [0178-0179], Collections respond to changes, [0226]) ([0165-0167; 0226-0231]). 

As per claim 18, Horn teaches a shell for presenting related items in a universal data 
store to a user, the shell comprising: 

a data store interaction component (i.e. Object Store, [0029]) which retrieves data 
associated with one or more items (i.e. a grouping of objects, [0022]) from the universal data 
store, wherein said one or more items are stored in accordance with a universal data schema (i.e. 
Hierarchical Storage Management, [0042]) and at least a portion (i.e. metadata, [0027]) of said 
one or more items contain relational information (i.e. a set of properties, [0027]) that allows 
relationships (i.e. link metadata, [0026]) between two or more items (i.e. reference objects, 
[0043]) to be determined, wherein at least a portion of said relationships has associated life-time 
management semantics (i.e. dates and times, [0027], last modified date, [0152], time-based 
collections, [0141]) [0178-0179) ([0165-0167]); 
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a related item presentation component which utilizes said retrieved data to present related 
items to a user (i.e. viewing relationships between multiple objects, [0038], Figs. 4, 7a-7c, 8, 9a), 
wherein the relationship presentation component is configured to present a selected item to a user 
(i.e. these objects to a display viewable by a user in response to user input, [0038]) and is further 
configured to utilize said relational information to present one or more items in said data store 
which are related to said selected item (i.e. including information organization personalized for 
each individual user based on preferences selected by the user, [0039]) ([0038-0044; 0158- 
0161]) ;and 

an item life-time management control (i.e. Synchronizing with Changes, [0178-0179], 
Collections respond to changes, [0226]) which utilizes said associate life-time management 
semantics to delete one or more items from the universal data store (i.e. removes the items from 
the collection, [0167], objects are deleted, [0226]) in response to a change in at least a portion of 
said relationships ([0165-0167, 0226-0231]). 

As to claims 2, 19, 26, Horn teaches the relational information corresponding to one or 
more of said plurality of items includes a set of item characteristics ([0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As to claims 3, 27, Horn teaches said shell is configured to present one or more of said 
set of item characteristics to a user (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 
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As per claim 4, Horn teaches said shell is configured to accept a user input representing 
a selection to view one or more items in the data store having one of said item characteristics 
(Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 5, Horn teaches said shell is configured to present one or more items in the 
data store which share one or more of said item characteristics (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038- 
0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 6, Horn teaches the shell is configured to present at least a portion of said 
relational information. ([0165-0167; 0226-0231]). 

As per claim 7, Horn teaches the shell is configured to accept a user input representing a 
selection to view items in the data store which are related to said selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 
8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 8, Horn teaches said relational information corresponding to the selected 
item includes a set of item characteristics associated with the selected item and wherein said user 
input represents a selection to view one or more items in the data store which share one of said 
set of item characteristics with the selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158- 
0161]). 
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As to claims 10, Horn teaches the displaying of said selected item and one or more 
related items includes displaying at least a portion of said relational information to a user (Figs. 
4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As to claims 11, Horn teaches said method further comprises receiving a user input 
representing a selection to view one or more items in the data store which are related to said 
selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 12, Horn teaches the displaying of said selected item and one or more 
related items is responsive to said input (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c } 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 14, Horn teaches the relational information includes a set of item 
characteristics (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 15, Horn teaches accessing data in said universal data store is in response 
to a user input representing a selection to view one or more items in the data store which are 
related to said selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 16, Horn teaches said relational information corresponding to the selected 
item includes a set of item characteristics associated with the selected item and wherein said user 
input represents a selection to view one or more items in the data store which share one or more 
item characteristics with the selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c t 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 
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As per claim 17, Horn teaches the presenting of said selected item and one or more 
related items include presenting at least a portion of said relational information to a user (Figs. 4- 
6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 20, Horn teaches said related item presentation component is configured to 
present one or more of said set of item characteristics to a user (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038- 
0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 21, Horn teaches said related item presentation component is configured to 
present one or more items in the data store which share one of said item characteristics (Figs. 4- 
6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 22, Horn teaches the related item presentation component is configured to 
present at least a portion of said relational information (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 
0158-0161]). 

As per claim 23, Horn teaches the shell is configured to accept a user input representing 
a selection to view items in the data store which are related to said selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a- 
7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158-0161]). 

As per claim 24, Horn teaches said relational information corresponding to the selected 
item includes a set of item characteristics associated with the selected item and wherein said user 
input represents a selection to view one or more items in the data store which share one of said 
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set of item characteristics with the selected item (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; [0038-0044; 0158- 
01 61 J). 

As per claim 28, Horn teaches said means for accessing data in said universal data store 
interacts with said data store in response to a user input representing a selection to view one or 
more items in the data store having one of said item characteristics (Figs. 4-6, 7a-7c, 8, 9a; 
[0038-0044; 01 58-01 61 J). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments regarding reference Brockway does not teach the features of 
amended claims 1,9, 13, 18, 25 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-41 12. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham, can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax number to this Art 
Unit is 571,273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see htt p ://pair-direct . uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Miranda Le 
August 15,2006 
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